

ELEPHANT STORIES 

An elephant's grace often matches his size. Amazingly patient and 
kind, he can put the petty greed of human beings to shame. But at 
times the odd elephant can turn nasty. What then can the smaller 
creatures of the world do to save themselves? Read the ancient 
wisdom of these Jataka tales to find out. 
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'Amor Chitra Kafbos are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural hentoge These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years , as they have been for many 
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 


CROWS AND owis Q SAKSHI GOPAL 


GHANSHYAMDAS 

BIRIA 


ISBN 81 - 8482 -U 5 -X 


9 788184 821451 






CHITRA 






ELEPHANT STORIES 


JATAKA TALES OF NOBILITY 














✓ 


* 




V 



















































































JATAKA TALES 


)\ i] ‘ ( ( 

^ 1 ‘ v 1 1 • 

AS' f I \ k ‘ $ b 1 '/)' A ( V« ' s 

.(£> 




, - rf ; j 7 T v^j ' " 1 - ? : —- ~' urr 

•A> 

✓ / ' 




. _ 



/ v 


M ; >Ui , 

4 4v f4VV; 

1 1 V'Of 1 


r( r <i JXi 







M. 


K ^ 


*~*v 



GREEDY FORESTER 



v/y 
/#: 

*. 1 -a. i 


O' rX * Nl * 

i Url< 


/vr 

' f/r 

toti 


K / V >7 




\ 





N vv 



THE BODH/SATTVA ASSUMED MANY FORMS THROUGH MANY LIFE CYCLES. AND 
BRAHMADATTA REIGNED IN VARANASI, HE WAS BORN AN ELEPHANT IN A FOREST 



HAVE you 

SEEM THE MEW 

bab y? . 


T NOT yET. 

LET’S GO. I HEAR 

THAT HE IS 
BEAUTIFUL. 



IN A GROVE OF DEOPAR TREES 3 THE PROUD MOTHER 
STOOD , HER NEWBORN BY HER SIDE. rswlt — 


/ HE 5 WHITE ALL 
i OVER AMO SHINES 
\ LIKE MOLTEN 
: \ SILVER. / 


HE LOOKS 
LIKE A FULL MOON 
LEANING ON A 
DARK CLOUD. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



< let , s shake 

THIS BRANCH TO 
FRIGHTEN THE 
^ MONKEY ON IT. 


rvg p,pphaNT GREW UPtN THEPQR^mHOTHSRLTTTLE ELE PHAN TS^ 




s .?$ f 

_ -2S 


WATCH ME SUCK 
THIS SQUIRREL INTO 
MY TRUNK. 


a£' 


rs/« 


*k/VVv< 


AS AE 6RBV OLDER,HE NOTICED THAT 
MOST OF HIS COMPANIONS WERE SELFISH, 
GREEDY, EVEN CRUEL. 


THE WHITE ELEPHANT DECIDED TO LEAVE THE 
HERD, j- 
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AND 
WHEN 


DWELT APART. GIVING HELP AND GOOD COUNSEL 
ONE DAY HE SAW A LITTLE MONKEY WEEPING . 


w 






VsfN ' 1 


A 

? f 










v< 


WHY ARE YOU 
CRYING ? 


A 


0 


* 




% 




•» i 


Or>Ov 


WJ 








I*M SMALL 
AND WEAK. 
MY FRIENDS 
TEASE ME. 


\ 


a 







(JOT TAE THOUGHT¬ 
LESS MONKEYS TO - 


SHAME ON 

YOU! WHY DO YOU \ ^ 
HARASS YOUR WEAKER 
BROTHER j YOU WHO SHOULD 
PROTECT HIM? HAVE YOU 
NOT HEARD THE 

STORY OF— I 


l i 


MANY AN EVENING FOUND HIM ADVISING AN EAGER 
GROUP OF ANIMALS, Y0UN6 AND OLD SOON HE CAME 
TO BE KNOWN AS GOOD KING ELEPHANT , 


* 


ONE DAN. A FORESTER FROM VARANASI 
LOST H/S WRY IN THAT FOREST. 
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AMARCHITRAKATHA 

-QAV4ERIN6 COURAGE, HE WALKED ON. 
SUDDENLY' 
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WHY, HE SEEMS 
HARMLESS! HE j S 
ONLY FOLLOW¬ 
ING ME, NOT 
CHASING ME AS 
. I THOUGHT. 


' ELEPHANT 
STOPPED 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





THE ELEPHANT'S CAY BEGAN EARLS, 




i ENvy you, 

yOUR PEACE 0! 
MIND. WE MEN 


IN THE EVENING THEY WALKED TO A CLEARING IN 
THE 






mffll/h L? 

Mr 


LET US WATCH 
THE SUN GO DOWN. 
IT FILLS My HEART 
WITH PEACE. 
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I MUST N - 
REMEMBER THIS 
CLUMP OF 




[/jE 
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AMARCHITRAKATHA 




A FEW PAYS LATER, THE FORESTER 
HAPPENED TO VISIT THE IVORY BAZAAR 
AT VARANASI. 


WHAT BEAUTIRJL 
TH/NSS YOU 



XEy COULD BE 
/ EVEN MORE BEAU' 

1 T1PUL, but good 

t TUSKS ARE HARD 



GREED SOT the 

BETTER OF THE 
FORESTER, HE 
IHEMT BA CM TO 



\ 




WHAT 19 
THE MATTER? 
YOU LOOK 
UNHAPpy. 






/> 
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% 








L/l 


I A/A UP TO 
MV NECK IN DEBT. 
A PI ECE OF YOUR 
TUSK CAN 
SAVE ME. 
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1 - 


8ACM IN VARANASI , 7*E FORESTER RECEIVED 
A BIG SUM OF MONEY FOR THE TUSKS. 


i 


WHY, THERE V J 
IS MORE MONEY IN 
THIS THAN I THOUGHT J j 
^ NOW I CAN BUY ALL THE 
SILKS AND JEWELS 
I WANT. 
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amar chitra katha 


that N!6hT the FORSTER COULD \CT &.E6D. 


_ IF I CUT ANY MORE* 

THE ELEPHANT will SUFFER. 
r r I MUST NOT BE SENT1MENTA 

I must get hold of those 

PRECIOUS STUMPS OF TUSKS 


\ 


r )r> 


AN— 
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50 BACK HE WENT TO THE ELEPHANT, 6 R E ED H AD 
HARDENED H-Q HEART, W I^T Pf, M~Z2fT7 7 






THE ELEPHANT CROUCHED 
DOWN TO ONE THE TUSKS. 
THE MOMENT HAD COME FOR 
THE FORESTER TO CARRY 
OUT HIS CRUEL Pi. AS , he 
PINNED THE ELEPHANT'S 
TRUNK down WITH he 
FOOT, PULLED AT THE 
TUSKS • * • i — -— 


AND FINALLY SAWED THEM 
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r NOW I HAVE 1 
DONE WITH YOU, MV 
FRIEND. I HAVE GOT ALL 
_ THERE IS TO GET. 








- - 


j 




_ 


r WALKED AWAYLEAVING THE ELEPHANT TORN A 
WORD OF REPROACH ESCAPED THE ELEPHANT'S 





AS FOR THE Wi$E ELEPHANT\ HE 
LIVED THE REST OF H'S LIFE IN 
THE PEACE AND QUIET OF THE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






™ * f-UKtsr NEAR VARANASI, THERE ONCE LIVED SOME 
QOAJLS, THE SHADY 6R0VE /A/ WHICH THEY NESTED 
WA5 ALSO THE FAVOURITE GRA7/N6 GROUND OF A HER 
OF ELEPHANTS. A WISE AND JUST ELEPHANT,, 

THE BODHISATTVA * WAS THE LEADER OF THAT HERD. 


ONE DAY ONE 
9 


QUAILS LAID SOME £663, ] 


I HOPE MV 
EGGS HILL BE 
TILL THEY ARE 
HATCHED. 





* w- 




YOU WILL 
HAVE TO KEEP 
CAREFUL WATCH. 
YOU KNOW HOW 

careless THE 

ELEPHANTS 






V A 


‘jb 

WkW y I 


»r\ » 



* BASED OH LATUmA JA1AKA 


GOON THE FLED6LIN65 WERE HATCHED, ONE DAY — 
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r 0 MK3HTY ^ 
ELEPHANT, MY LITTLE 
ONES ARE IN DANGER. 
IF YOUR HERO ENTERS 
THIS GROVE,THE/ WILL 
BE TRAMPLED TO / 
V DEATH. Jk 


AS THE LEADER CAME CLOSE 


r n 


► / 


SSL 


"Z_ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE ELEPHANT LA&iED AT THE NEST. THERE? THAT ' 

-- A 6 THE END OF 


A6 THE QUAIL WEPT OVER THE REMAINS , 

OF HER DEAD CHILDREN —[- 

I WILL 
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- HAD MADE HER BOLD AND SET H 
<!N6 HARD # SHE WENT TO A CROW 
TOLD HIM HER BAD TALE. 


1/Vh 


A 


YOU MUST SPOT THIS 
ROSUe-ELEPHANT AND 
PECK OUT BOTH ’• 

HIS 










/rV J 








\ 


DEPEND ON ME. 
SUCH WICKEDNESS 
SHOULD NOT GO 
UNFINISHED. 


I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





HAtyAfi f 


^•vv^TVr 



A _ 


A6 THEY HGVT ALDUS, 
THE QUAIL UNPOLDED 

hex plans. 


v* WHEN THE ANTS HATCH,THE 

ROGUE-ELEPHANT WILL BE BADLY 
STUNG*HE WILL RUN BLINDLTLLOOK* 
IMA FOR WATER TO EASE * 

THIS IS WHAT I WAh 
yOU TQ DO-.. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





..■Tbenas leapt osno a macrow ledge below amd croaked with all h® might. 
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HURTUN6 


DEATH 


WHEN THE CROW, THE ANT, THE PROG AND THE QUAIL MET 


I HOPE THE 

STORY OF THE ELEPHAN 
WILL BE A GOOO EXAM¬ 
PLE. to All strong 

CREATURES WHO HARM 
THE WEAK AND 






ELEPHANT 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE ROYAL ELEPHANT 
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WW£7/ R/N6 BPAHMADATTA RE/SNED IN VARANASI y THERE LIVED, 
NOT FAP FROM THE OTV % A COLON/ OF CARPENTERS. 


EVER/ DA/ 7HE/ WOULD SAIL DOWN THE RIVER 
AND ENTER A DENSE FOREST TO FELL TREES 
FOR TIMBER. 



bAStD OH AlUNACHtriA JAT AKA 
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THE WOUND AND 


BACH to HEALTH, 


/ YOU HAZE BEEN 
/ERy KIND TO ME, 

. | WOULD LIKE TO 
\C0ME HERE EVERY 
\ DAY AND HELP 
V YOU. 


■£> THEM WELL 
ONE DAY — r 


THE ELEPHAN, 

A NUMBER OF 


lOOk!OUR friend 

HAS BROUGHT A 
YOUNG ONE WITH 
V HIM TODAY. 


WHAT A 

beautiful WHIT 
animal; 


ONE DAY. AS THEY 5 AT DOWN TO THEIR 
uinntV MEAL.THEY SAW AN ELEPHANT. 


THE ELEPHANT CAME UP TO THE CARPENTERS 
AND HELD OUT A FOOT. 






ON SOMETHING 
. THINK IT'S A 
V SPLINTER. 































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE YOUNG ELEPHANT YYOPKED HARD. HE HEL PEP 


TO LOAD AND UNLOAD TIMBER, 
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ONE DAT, QUITE BN ACCIDENT, THE RAIN WASHED 
SOME OF HIS DROPPINGS INTO THE RIVER. LATER, 
DOWNSTREAM, WHERE THE ROYAL ELEPHANTS 
BATHED — |-7"-- 


REFUSING TO GET 
INTO THE , 
WATER. St 


THE MATTER 

\ TO THE 
\ KING. 




WHEN THE TRAINER REPORT¬ 
ED THE MATTER TO THE KING— 

500UR THE 
COUNTRYSIDE* 
IF THERE IS 
SUCH AN ANIMAL 
SHOULD ADORN 
■ THE ROYAL 


v 


THE KING HIMSELF SET OUT 
WITH A BAND OF TRUSTED 
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WITHIN MINUTES THEY TRACED 


THE ELEPHANT, r 






























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






‘/ZED THE OPPORTUNITY 


HAVE BEEN VERY 
KIND TO ME, I AM 
GREATLY INDEBTED 
. TO THEM. 



i■ 


1 4 

■ K /~C\ fA 

1 l\ 'TfV 1/1 

A 

»Jr t 

//. 
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THE mo turned to h/s men. 


1 RAY THEM a HUNDRED \ 

THOUSAND PIECES OF GOLD I 
i FOR HIS TAIL,THE SAME / 

FOR HIS TRUNK AND 

\ for each op his / 

X FOUR FEET. / I 




elephmt was not sat/sred, 


YOU MUST rOT THINK 
ME GREED/, VOUR 
MAJESTY. THEV NEED 
CUOTHES. AND THE 
CHILDREN TOO 
BE PRODDED 


WE AO/1 RE 
rOUR LO/ALTY. 

* WE SHALL MORE 
THAN SATISFY 


YOU 


UPON RECE/V/N6 TH/S ASSURANCE THE ELEPHANT AGREED TO 60 W/TH THE KINS, >T WAS A 

leave-taking. 


SAO 


j A KING'S COMMAND MUST 
BE OBEYED. YOU ARE GOOD 
CHILDREN AND WILL 
UNDERSTAND. ^ 






















































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WAS LED TO H/Q GAILY 


AiA/f a 

wm 

A j 

11 Vj ft * l Wj 

P&v'q 

F^_ « •*» • 1 * 

K- 





jjr-jhjn 

C>jVX3(T 


- 4 


THE NOBLES AND MINISTERS LOOKED ON IN ADMIRATION, 

HE IS THE /MOST 1_ 

/MAJESTIC ANIMAL MAR* V / 




THE KINO MADE 
OVER HALF HIS 
KINGDOM TO THE 
ELEPHANT, ?- 


-7-1 

/ YOU ARE A 
j BROTHER to 

1 ME AND A 
J COMPANION 

^ \FOR UFEtyA 
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A FEW MONTHS LATER , THE QUEEN WAS EXPECTING A BABY 


THE ELEPHANT HAS 

brought us great goo: 

FOR TUNE.AW POWER AS A 
\ MONARCH IS NOW 
\UN CHALLENGED. / 


I PEEL OUR 
CHILD 6 DESTINED 
v FOR GREAT THINGS 



BUT THEIR JOY WAS SHORT-LIVED, THE KIN6 FELL 
SERIOUSLY ILL . AS HE LAY DYING 


OUR CHILD 
WILL NEVER 
KNOW A 

rather! 


MY ELEPHANT 
WILL BE BROKEN 


UHEN THE KING DIED 



WE /MUST KEEP 

THE sad news 
from the 

ELEPHANT, j 




R hi 


IjEf 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEANWHILE, THE KING OF KOSALA f 

me MARCHING TOWARDS VARANASI. 


THE KINS IS 
DEAD, AND 
CONPUSION 
REK3NS* , 
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THEY FOUGHT BRAVELY; BUT THE LACK 

OF leadership tjld oh them . 


7 


HE HAVE 
LOST 
HEAVILY. 


WHAT DO VOU 
EXPECT? OUR 
LEADER LIES IN 




I HAVE AN IDEA. 
LET THE RO/AL 1 


l 


ELEPHANT TAKE 


H \ t 


charge . 






I * 


, / VUvl , 
,*J KaAVv. 


L^i | V 



THEV WENT TQ THE QUEEN WHO 
SENT FOR THE ELEPHANT. _ 
WA 7 LE HE QAZED AT HER yA 

SON ~ |--—\ 5 

- 1 HIS RATHER IS \| ) / « 

DEAD. IF THE KING /MEANT j[ l / i 

anything *to you,he IS / \q 

NOW YOUR CHARGE. 71 A 


••AND WHICH IS 
AT THIS VERY 
MOVE NT IN 
GRAVE DANGER 


AS I DOj POR HIS 
CHiLD AND POR * 
X'NSoqm THAT I 
H| S BY RlftHT. . 






































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




AS THE KEEPS? OP TbE ROYAl STABLES GOT 



• ' * THE KING’S MEN PELT THEIR HOPES RISE. 

_ 



GET THETROOPS \ 
OUTJLET NO 
MAN DAWDLE* 

V 
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" -' FORWARD, -THE 

SKIES R ESOUNDIN G IN/TH HIS MIGHTY TRUMPETING. 


follow our 

LEADER.HE I 

DIVINELY 

IfjCftiQcr a 



the KOSALA ARMIES WERE ROUTED. THE BATTLE WONj THE 
ELEPHANT STOOD BEFORE THE QUEEN , HIS PROUD HEAD 
BOWED BEFORE HIS INFANT MASTER. 


NY SRIEF IS GREAT FOR 
YOUR OEAD FATHER. BUT 
( LIVE FOR YOU AND FOR 
THE GREAT DESTINY 
THAT AWAITS YOU, / 

>^/VW PRINCE. , r~ 

, ' "T 


AND THE BOON! SAT TVA (FOR 

the child was none other than 

HE) GRE W UP TO INHERIT A KING¬ 
DOM WHiCH HE RULED W'SELY 
AND WELL, i- 







































































































































































